WBCCC - Ride Report

Date: 12 September 2016 Day: Monday

Start time: 10.00am Finish time: 2.30pm

Ride Name: Adlington Adventure

Distance: 25 miles Numbers attending: 18

Weather conditions: Cloudy but warm. A little windy towards the end of the ride.

General Comments:

Jim H was leading on this ride and as ever, he didn’t disappoint taking us on a journey few, if any of
us, had been on before. We left Trencherfield heading west along the canal leaving it behind at
Martland Mill bridge. It was Giants Hall Rd and the bridleways up towards Standish Wood Lane and
Wigan Cemetery before joining Wigan Rd for the short run to Lurdin Lane. From Lurdin Lane it was
down Chorley Rd, up Red Rock Lane and through Arley golf course to join Arley Lane. At its junction
with Blundell Ln it was left down towards the canal and on towards the ford crossing the River
Douglas. From The Common and Old School Lane we weaved our way through Adlington and
eventually found ourselves back on the canal towpath heading to Chorley. We followed the Route
55 signposts into the centre of Chorley and then into Astley Park. From the park we followed much
of the Chorley Cycle Loop through Gillibrands on the B5251 before leaving the Loop to drop down a
long decent to our café stop at Birkacre café (not Birkacre Nurseries). Suitably refreshed we then
climbed the bridleway from the valley bottom to the top of Birkacre Brow. It was then roads
through Coppull until we reached Hic-Bibi Lane. This was where the fun started —initially, we were
riding a bridleway between fields currently being treated with liquid manure and having left that
behind what was left of the bridleway appeared to disintegrate across a very wet, boggy and marshy
field — not the easiest track I've cycled on. At this point Jim T decided to fix his slow puncture he
discovered at the café stop. During this stop-over Jim H recognised that rather than continue on this
far from perfect bridleway it would be sensible to cut our losses and seek out some tarmac. We
therefore headed towards the A49 just north of Standish centre.

Rather than take the softies way back to Wigan Jim H announced he would take us along Pepper
Lane, through Shevington, Crooke and the canal back to Trencherfield. It was at the point thatJim T,
Denis, lan, Enid and Rita decided the softies route back to Wigan was their preferred route.

Allin all, another great ride from Jim H with plenty of variety and for most people new territory.




